
Freehand Books was established in 2007 with a simple mandate: 
to publish excellent literature by Canadian authors. Their list is an 
aesthetically diverse, award-winning collection of fiction, poetry,  
and creative non-fiction by both established authors and exciting  
new voices.

Dazzle Patterns
Alison Watt
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Dazzle Patterns is a spellbinding debut novel set in the aftermath of  
the 1917 Halifax Explosion (Canada’s largest human-made disaster),  
and explores love and the power of art in a world marred by war.  
A finalist for the 2018 Amazon Canada First Novel Award.

The Afterlife of Birds
Elizabeth Philips
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Twentysomething Henry Jett has an unusual hobby: reassembling the 
skeletons of birds and other animals. With the help of others in his life,  
he begins to discover that he can put back together his own life as well.  
A finalist for the Amazon Canada First Novel Award.

Seizure the Day:  
Living a Happy Life with Illness
Brian Orend
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Everyone can live a happier life, especially those with chronic illnesses.  
Brian Orend’s smart and accessible guide for people with illness, injury,  
or other challenges provides a satisfying look into happiness as well as 
practical steps for living a measurably happier life.
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